Turner Public Spirit oldest Building on Main Street pre-dating great fire 


Continued from page 7 

Street, It is constructed with Second 
Empire styling and features a slate 
mansard roof with dormers, sup- 
ported by double-bracketed wood 
Cornice, two second-story bay win- 
déws on the front facade, and ac- 
companying double windows on the 
third floor. Purchased from Mrs. 
Nutting by Daniel W. Fletcher in 
1899, it has continued to be run as a 
clothing store. 


#59-61 Main Street 

Turner Public Spirit Building 

Built in 1868 and moved to this 
location from “Merchant's Row” in 
1878, this is the oldest structure on 
Main Street, The building predates 
the Great Fire of 1872 and is repre- 
sentative of the kind of clapboard 
buildings which were common be- 
fore the fire. The publication of 
Turner's Public Spirit began in this 
building in 1869 as a weekly news- 


paper. 


#63 Main Street 
Phelps Building 
The first building on this site 


was built in 1858 by Phelps, Har 
low and Tarbell near the site of 
Camp Stevens and moved to this 
location. The present building was 
constructed by Phelps in 1872. It is 
one of the three wooden structure 
on Main Street and is an example 
of Second Empire style. Its unique 
floor plan was designed for a pedes- 
trian entrance along West Street 
with a basement entrance and raised 
loading dock on Main Street, pro- 
viding easy access for loading and 
unloading of wagons. Originally, it 
also had a rear ell and pitched roof 
but is now capped with a third-floor 
mansard roof and dormer windows. 
Original details are have been ob 
scured by siding and aluminum 
flashing. 


Two buildings on the south side 
of Main Street were designated by 
the National Register of Historic 
Places as examples of early 20th 
century commercial architecture 

The Barry Building 


Built by John Barry in 1914, 
this is the oldest building on the 


Kelley’s Hallmark 


61 Main Street, Ayer 


772-2571 


Pictured from left 
to right 
Jean Stevens 
Penny Kelley 
Ed Kelley 
and 
Vera Wallace 


pS 


109 Main Street, Townsend, MA 


Hey 


Bas 


(978) 597-5501 + 800-924-8253 + Fax 978-597-6920 


Visit our new Web site at: http://www.net1plus.com/users/harborr 


Seated, Barbara J. Reagan, 
CRB, CRS, GRI, 
Owner/Broker. 
Standing left to night, 
Darlene Lielasus,...... 

Carol Tule, 
Robyn Reagan, 
Brooke Reagan. 


21 Fitchburg Road, Ayer (Across from Victory) 
Mon. - Fri. 8 AM - 5:30 PM, Sat. 8 AM - 4 PM 


COLDWCLL 
BANKCRD 


#1 In Massachusetts 
#1 In Groton 


Soom nents ~=Serving Groton and Surrounding Towns 
HUNNEMAN  }:2 Boston Road, Groton 


& COMPANY — (978) 448-2311 - 


50 Duck Pond Drive, Groton Woods, Groton 


(978) 597-8901 * FAX (978) 448-2924 


w+ $475,000 


Built in 1991 by respected builder John Giaimo, this 3300 square foot home 
combines outstanding design, materials and finish work into a delightful 
Statement of colonial-inspired architecture. Central air conditioning and 
vacuum serve this 10 room, 4 bedroom, 3-1/2 bath residence, which also 
boasts a 3 car garage, 3 season porch and walk-up attic for storage or future 
expansion. Barry Curcio, the listing broker, has been marketing upscale and 
antique homes in the area for 13 years with Hunneman-Coldwell Banker's 


Groton office. 


HUNNEMA Hunneman Real Estate * Hunneman Mortgage Corp. 


ONE STOP SHOPPING FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE! 
http://www.hunneman.com 
Call (617) 756-0077 ar (978) 433-0077 enter 1D# 
Proy 24 Hours a Day. 7 Days a Week 


ON LINE 
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south side of Main Street. Architec 
turally, it is a long, two-story com 
mercial block, finished in concrete 
brick and wood cornice detail, 
square-cut stone lintels and sills on 


the second floor 
The Eli W. Carley Building 
Built by Eli W. Carley in 1916, this 
building complements the Barry 
Building to its west. 


Flood waters...Among the many natural disasters which has struck Ayer 
over the years was this flood. The photo was taken by W.A. Wright on 
February 14, 1900. The note next to the photo in the Richardson album 


states that this was the highest water in Ayer in 22 years 


I-C FEDERAL CREDIT UNION- 72 PARK STREET. AYER 


Receptionist Christine Tower of Shirley, Teller Nicole Hunt of Shirley, Head Teller Melissa Fetterhoff of Littleton, Assistant Manager 
Stephanie Seeley of Groton and Manager Bonnie Holston of Shirley. 


Back to the Future. 


Since the curremt year is 1998, and this advertisement will appear in a newspaper that is being locked into a time 
capsule until the year 2098, we thought it might be fun to briefly describe, to future readers, some of what 
“state-of-the-art” meant a century earlier. Believe it or not, paper money still existed in 1998 in the forms of 
currency (cash) and paper checks. In 1998 people would receive paper paychecks as compensation from their 
employers. They would then take their paper paychecks to their financial insitutions and deposit them into personal 
accounts. Some of their money would go into checking accounts so paper checks could be written to pay paper bills. 
Some of their money would be deposited into savings accounts to be used at a later date. And some of their money 
would be used as cash currency. To accomodate the handling of all this paper in a fast, efficient way, 

I-C Federal Credit Union built the state-of-the-art branch office (shown above) at 72 Park Street in Ayer in 1997. 
This branch office had parking for 45 gasoline-powered vehicles, two drive-up teller windows, a drive-up ATM 
(Automated Teller Machine that, among other things, dispensed cash currency) and 7 inside teller windows. 

In 1998 I-C Federal Credit Union set the standard for fast, efficient personal service and convenience. 


In 1998, I-C Federal Credit Union was also the only local area financial institution to offer PC Home Banking 
which enabled our Members to access their accounts and pay bills with personal computers, 


saving them time and money. 


PCs (personal computers) 
were available in two forms 

in 1998: Laptop models 

like that shown here, and 
desktop models with separate 
computer, monitor and 
keyboard 


To readers in the year 2098, we hope that showing a little of what was considered “state-of-the-art” a hundred 


transmission. 


years earlier has amazed and amused you. 


What seems so archaic to you now was still considered futuristic to many in our time. 
Above all else, we hope that 2098 is a time of peace, prosperity, health and happiness for all. 


The Better Alternative. 


FEDERAL 
CREDIT 


LINION 


Main Office: 300 Bemis Road, Fitchburg (978) 343-3725 


Branch Offices: 


Ayer: 72 Park St. (978) 772-5993 + Fitchburg: Parkhill Plaza (978) 345-0607 


Leominster: 400 Mechanic St. (978) 537-4855 + Watertower Plaza (978) 466-3500 * Westminster: 101 Main St. (978) 874-1669 


In 1998, modems were 
required to enable 
computers to talk to each 
other or for internet access. 
Modems were connected to 
telephone lines for this data 
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The town and the railroad 


Looking for a way to connect 
his paper mills in Fitchburg with 
the markets in Boston in the early 
1840s, Fitchburg industrialist Al- 
vah Crocker secured a charter to 
built the first railroad through the 
quiet agricultural area in the south- 
em part of Groton. 

When the town of Groton heard 
that the railroad would run through 
their territory, they voted a commit 
tee to confer with the directors of 
the railroad and the 
committee to advocate the location 
of a depot at the lower end of the 
town. 

The first Groton depot was lo- 
cated at the railroad's intersection 
with the main road from Groton to 
Harvard, and was known as Flana 
gan’s crossing. The passenger sta- 
tion was on the south side of the 
railroad; the freight house was lo 
cated west of the passenger station 
On the north side of the track a 
large wood-shed was built. This 
remained the railroad depot until 
the construction of Union Station 
in 1848. 


instructed 


To secure the laborers he 
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needed, Mr. Crocker met the ships 
in Boston and secured the services 
of Irish immigrants to work on his 
railroad line. By June 1844 the 
railroad had reached Concord, by 
October it was in Acton, by De- 
cember in Shirley, and reached 
Fitchburg in March 1845 

The Fitchburg Railroad was to 
develop into one of New England's 
major railroads through to New 
York State, upon the completion of 
the Hoosac Tunnel, another of 
Crocker’s projects to extent his 
markets westward 
as this east- 
west rail route was being estab- 
lished, the Worcester and Nashua 
Railroad was being charted to es 
tablish a north-south route. The 
route between Ayer and Clinton 
opened in July 1848 and between 


At the same time 


Ayer and Nashua in December 
1848. The “Junction” was begin- 
ning to take shape 

A third rail line, the Stony 


Brook Railroad was charted in 
1845 by the citizens of Lowell to 
access the south and west and to 
connect to the Fitchburg Railroad 


25 Park St. 
Ayer, MA 
772-0403 


14 Central Ave., Ayer 
712-2736 


Iron horse. 


This is an eastern view of the Ayer railroad station. 


The photo was taken around the year 1879. 


at the Willows just east of South 
Groton 

A fourth rail line, the Peterbor- 
ough and Shirley Railroad Com- 
pany, originally proposed to have a 


terminus on the Fitchburg Railroad 


Union Station, 
1848, 
telegraph office, 


B.N. LAGGIS aga 


: HST. rvte 
* Men's wear - Shoes 


in Shirley, was changed to meet the 
other railroads at the future junc- 
ton. 


constructed in 
contained a freight office, 
baggage room, 


67 Main 
Street, 
Ayer, MA 
772-2619 


P.N.LAGGIS CO 


Home of Preferred Brands 


Est. 1916 


772-9707 


8 Central Avenue ¢ Ayer, MA 
1978-1998 
Owner: Jo-anne Harris Renda 


Calvin Moore, owner of G.V. Moore Lumber Yards 
and Building Centers and his mother Zelda Moore. 


Lumber Yards and Building Centers 


22 West Main Street 


AYER, MA 


(978)772-0900 


waiting room and restaurant de- 
signed with sashes to be raised and 
lowered similar to the Causeway 
Street Station in Boston. 

In 1862 the name was changed 
from South Groton to Groton 
Junction 


The map of “Ayer Junction - 
1875” on page 21 shows how the 
railroads created the “junction,” It 
also shows the location of many of 
the early manufacturers and com- 
mercial establishments that sprang 
up as a result. 


Boston and Maine Railroad 

By the mid 1880s, these inde- 
pendent lines were being absorbed 
and consolidated by the Boston and 
Maine Railroad. Worcester & 


Nashua in 1886; Stony Brook in 
1887; Fitchburg in 1900; Peterbor- 
ough and Shirley in 1900. The 
B&M could now provide through 
passenger service from Portland, 
Maine, to New York City. It of- 
fered excursions on the Hoosac 
Tunnel route. 


MAY 6, 1998 


an ut and down relationship 


The decline of the railroad was 
as rapid as its rise. By the 1920s, 
the automobile had broken the rail- 
road's monopoly of passenger 
travel, and trucks carried increasing 
amounts of freight. 


Worcester and Nashua 

Freight to Nashua stopped in 
1930. Passenger service to Nashua 
ended in 1934 and service to 
Worcester ended in 1960. 

The line north of Ayer is cur- 
rently designated to become a “rail 
trail.” 

South of Ayer, the line was re- 
built by Boston and Maine in the 
1920s and now serves as the Guil- 
ford freight trains to and from 
Maine to Worcester. 


Fitchburg 
In 1965 passenger service to 
Boston was discontinued By 1980, 
however 
passenger service to Boston re- 
turned. 


New Millinery. 


Step in and see the new line 


of Spring Millinery. New Hats, 
New Bonnets, of the latest and 
most desirable patterns. 


All Millinery goods the latest 


productions of Boston and New 
York emporiums of fashion. 


GERTRUDE MAYHEW, 


Opposite Railway Station, 


Ayer, Mass. 


=a 
Since 1976, Hybricon Corporation designs, manufactures | 
i Ci and markets interconnections and packagiry 
-—__—_+ products (backplanes, card cages & enclosurey for 
electronic equipment in the telecommunicr tions, 
Lompaal = = hacia) military, aerospace and medical murkets 
Greetings to our future generation! 
Founder and President, C. Michael Hayward 
Dick Abbott Quincy Davis George Heilig Tim Shaugt sesry 
John Aubin ‘Donna Escabi ‘Claude Howard, Jr, Mario Soci: » 
Gail Babcock Barbara Farrow Linda Joy Roger Stevens 
Pauline Brackett Dave Favreau Zachary Knowles Roger Stevenson 
Dave Bremer Vivian Feliciano Angela Leger Unnla Stramel 
Mandi Brown Mark Fitzgerald Matt Leone William Sutherby 
George Brun Darryl Gagne Dick Lussier Graciela Szabady 
‘Anne Cahill Nancy Garrat James Madera Donna Tessier 
Wayne Caravecchia Bryan Giand Kim Madera ‘Anns Usher 
Carol Chant Rob Roy Gray Todd Male Doo Vincent 
Howard Chnistic Dave Grennell Julie Maitict ‘Chad Wolin 
Jody Corbett Mike Grimley Tom Maki Joan Welch 
Winnefred Corbett Paul Grossi Jennifer Martinez ‘Sandy Whalen 
Dave Cowder Karen Harnngion: Robert Martinez Lisa Wheeler 
Bob Cozens Andrew Hayward Darlene Merrill Michelle Woodard 
Management Team 
ny Cab Dick Kau, 12 Willow Road 
Dave Crocker Rolando Kurs Ayer, MA 01432 
Poul Freve Bob Sullivan ww hybricon.com 
Reese Gorini Jim Williams 


Campanelli 
Companies 


MAY 6, 1998 PUBLIC SPIRIT SPECIAL EDITION * NMSB TIME CAPSULE EDITION PAGE 3A 


Frank H. Hartnett, 1947, in 
New York City. With him are 
his wife Marguerite and sons 
Frank and Tom. 


Hartnett Tanning Company 


Tanning Business 


+ June 1985 for construction 
of 20,000 square foot Ayer 
production facility. 


Nashoba Publications, Inc. 


Publishers and Printers 


~ family, With him is his wife 
Gertrude. 


SM fF 


Congratulations to 
North Middlesex Savings Bank 


on this momentous occasion 


The Hartnett Family is proud to be part of the 
business community since 1944 


NASHOBA 


PUBLICATIONS 
INCORPORATED 


Printers and Publishers of The Public Spirit - Ayer Edition, The Public Spirit - Shirley Edition, 
Harvard Spirit, Pepperell Free Press, Townsend Times and the Groton Landmark 


69 FITCHBURG ROAD, AYER, MA 
772-0777 
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Reprint from The Public Spirit May 7, 1898 edition 


Boys 


WillbeBoys 


And human ingenuity 
will never devise 
clothes which a mod- 
ern boy will not wear 
out in time, but our 


“Monitor” 
Suits 


will wear longer and 
cost less money than 
other makes. 

Everything for boys’ 
wear at prices low 
enough to be within 
reach ofthe most mod- 
est purse. 


ED. TONE, 


Ayer, Mass. 
John Brigandi, 
Merchant 
Tailor, 


NASHUA, N. H. 


56 Main Street, 


dn Ayer, Mondays, at Taylor House. 
In Pepperell, Tuesdays, at New Prescott. 


1 keep a nice line of Cloths to select from of the 
latest manufacture. Scits artistically cut and 
aade in a superior manner. Warranted to ft. 

Give me a trial and see how well I can please 

. Ladies’ Garments cut and made in all the 
Per styles and satiefaction civen. 


SPECIALS 


Cook’s Flaked Rice for 
Breakfast, 
2 packages for 25c. 


Shinn’s Liquid Rennet 


Recommended by Leading Physicians. 


Frostlene, 


For Creams and Sherberts. 


The Nu-Broom, 
The Ladies’ Favorite. 


Rice’s Flower 


ax 


Dp 
Garden Seeds, 
New and Fresh. 


Cunard and Dominion 
S. S. Lines Agency. 


P. Donlon & Go. 


Mead’s Bleck, Ayer, Mass. 


DOES 


Your Bicycle Need Re- 


pairing ? 


At. is time to get it done before the rush, 


in order to save delay 


We have our Sample 


98 Wheel in. 
-Give us a call. They are Beauties. $40, 
$50, $75, $85. Tandem $100. 


R. S. HENWOOD, 
MoGaac.’s Buock, Marx Srazet, Arze. 


If You Want 


The Best 


Send fer Descriptive Price List of Straw- 


erry and Asparagus Roots to 


C. F. Watts, 


Elmhurst Farm, 


Littleton Common, 
MASS. 


A 
See dott Groton and Littleton. 


Special Notice 


‘Flereafter we shall make Gur Best Brilliant Finish garni. 
‘Cabinet Photos for $3) d’une modiste Francaise. 


Per Bakers Dozen of 13, formerly $3.50. 
Groups in Proportion 


Carbonet Finish $3.50 


ry of 


Our usual 
maintained. 


Cc. D. HOLMES. 


Formerly $4.00 dos. 
7 Spock will be 


Sept. 16, 1897. 


color and with white| Leave your orders the Bindi Magazis 
Sie ier tat with same on fox H.| ill receive Lae Datng of ail Kinds done and in a vary satufactry|COr. Pearl and Garden Sts., Nashua, N. H. 
Reward for information. Gzonox A. manner at lowest prices consistent with good work, JOHN H. TURNER, Ayer. Piano Tuning # Specialty by J. W. Kxox. 


Mapes’ Complete Manures for 


| 


BROOKLINE. 


Frank H. Hows died Tuesday after. 
‘oon, at the home of his brother in-law, 
Charles Cummings, in the south part of 
the town, where he and his family have 
been stopping since their return to this 
place, a little more than two weeks ago. 

Although apparently a man of rugged 
physique, Mr, Howe has for several years 

en the victim of Bright’s disease, in its 
incipient form, which developed with such 
alarming rapidity during his last profes- 
sional tour when he spent three months in 
Mexico, that he was obliged to give up 
work and come north. On arriving at New 
York he went to one of the city fospitals 
for treatment, but after two weeks’ stay, 
the physicians giving no encouragement 
that his life could be prolonged more than 
a few weeks at the longest, fhe came home 
to die among family friends, The imme- 
diate cause of death was a severe hemor- 
rhage, producing suffocation of the heart. 

Mr. Howe was born in Baltimore, Md., 
where his early life was spent. During 
the war of the rebellion, he served his 
country in a company of sharp shooters 
from his native city. At the close of the 
war he entered upon his career as a come- 
dian, and has ever since made the stage 
his profession, Mr. Howe was twice mar- 


Not a7] pi ee ae 
z Pad can 2, bod any Clothing Store and buy a Ten Dollar Suit, All the Stores Pa them. But you'il get just what you ask for, a Ten ae Suit. Now we ti 
. ALL WOOL SPRING SUITS, 
a ask a af ea srr tetas memaatct G | () 
D. W. FLETCHER, SPAULDING’S BLOCK, AYER, MASS. 
Who reads this notice, and all others, are cor- 
dially invited to visit our store. 
To our stock, and our prices invite your special attention. 
Our 5c. and 10c. counters contain many values 
that cannot be beat anywhere. 
We are at the old stand, where we first located fourteen years ago. If we have merit- 
ed a share of your patronage in the past, we certainly hope to in the future. 
Tointroduce ourTeas and Coffees we shall offerthem as follows: 


The very best Mocha and per A nice. Cof- per 
Old Government Java at eo he Ib. fee at 18c. Ib. 
The very best Oolong per. A nice per 
and Japan Teas 5G. Ib. Tea at 30) Ib. 


As we shall sell STRICTLY for CASH, we are enabled to offer exceptionally low prices 
in all our departments. Come in and see us. 


APA FIELEBROWN caC@r 


East Main Street, Ayer, Mass. 


THE ELECTRICITY. 
ambridge a 


Why not have an | 
Mutual Fire Insurance Comp’y ELECTRIC z [)OOR oh BELL ta 
IS NOW PAYING DIVIDENDS OF 
7O percent on Five year Policies. 
50 percent on Three year Policies. 
25 percent on One year Policies. 
COMPARE YOUR RETURNS WITH THESE FIG URES. 


GRANT W. SHATTUCK, AGENT, GROTON, MASS. 
Spring Millinery. 


Ladies, Our Spring Styles are Now Ready. 


We have been at work some time getting 
ready. 
We now have many Trimmed Hats and 
Bonnets ready for your inspection. 
Untrimmed Goods and materials in variety. 
Will be pleased to have you call. 
GEO. L. DAVIS & CO., 26 Main St., Ayer. 


In connection with my Jewelry Business | 
am prepared to do 


ALL KINDS OF ELECTRIC WORK. 


Door Bells, Burglars Alarms, 
Electric Light Wiring, Etc. 


| carry aSTOCK OF ELECTRICAL GOODS. 
Bells, Batteries, Wire, Push Buttons, 
Switches, Medical Batteries, and 
Burglar Alarm Springs for 
Doors and Windows. 


GIVE ME A TRIAL. _ 


H. A. Stone, Ayer, Mass. 


JEWELER AND ELECTRICIAN. 


ried, his’ present wite being Miss Nellie 
Cummings, to whom he was married about 
thirteen years ago, and who is also a mem- 
ber of the same profession. Previous to 
their coming to muke their home in Brook- 
line, some four years ago, they had travel- 
ed quite extensively in foreign lands, 

Besides the widow, he leaves one child, 
a little daughter of four years. 

The date of his funeral, May 5, marked 
the fifty-fourth anniversary of his birth. 
The service took place at two p. m., Rev. 
J. A. Belanger officiating. The bearers 
were E. C, Tucker, Samuel Swett, Lin- 
ville Shattuck and Edward Taylor. The 
burial was at the south cemetery. 


AnouT TowN.—The funeral of Mrs. 
Ann Eliza Kemp, whose death we noted 
last week, occurred at her late home, last 
Friday afternoon, Rey. J. A. Belanger con- 
ducting the service. The interment was 
at Pepperell. 

On account of the severe storm on last 
Thursday evening; the drama, ‘ East 
Lynne,” was not presented as announced. 

Mrs. H. K. Kemp has returned home 

from Malden, Mass., where she has spent 
the winter with her niece. 
, Daniel McKenzie has moved to the resi- 
dence of the late Catharine Wallace, and 
Farley Wilkins has this week taken up his 
residence at his new home, the Cyuthia 
Sawtelle house. 

Last Saturday afternoon, Miss Annie 
Brown came home from Lawrence, where 
she has made her headquarters since grad- 
uating from the city hospital training 
school, for a few days’ outing. She has 
had almost constant employment since en- 
tering the ranks of the trained nurse. 

Mrs. Bertha Swott Patenaude from Ded- 
hat, has visited the, prternal home, the, 
past week. y 

Tax collector Wm. H. Hall is busy dis- 
tributing the town tax bills. 

The drama, ‘‘East Lynne” was re- 
peated Wednesday evening. A goodaum- 
ber were in attendance, many out of town 
visitors helping to smell the numbers. 

Geo. H. Willoby of Franklin, Mass., 
visited at the paternal home on Thursday. 

Perley L. Pierce is doing duty as ajury- 
man at Manchester this week. 

Miss Minnie Shattuck has returned to 
her duties as housekeeper in the family of 
Rey. J. Mudge, who is stationed this year 
at Natick, Mass. 

Rey. J. A. Belanger attended the meet- 
ing of Hollis association at Nashua on 
‘Tuesday. 


AppreEss,—We are pleased to announce 
that Miss Mary L. P. Shattuck of Pepper- 
ell will give an address upon “‘ Patriotism 
as promulgated by the daughters of the 
American revolution,” at the vestry of the 
Congregational church on next Tuesday, 
May 10, at three o’clock rp. m. Not only 
those especially interested in this organi- 
zation, but the public generally are most 
cordially invited to be present. 

This address will be followed at 4.30 
o'clock by another talk upon “ Child study.” 
At this hour the speaker desires to meet 
the teachers of the public schools, and all 
interested in educational work. 

Miss Shattuck is an interesting speaker, 
full of her subjects, and it is hoped she 
may be greeted by a good sized audience. 


‘'My Spring Opening Proved:a 
Great Success, 


And I am Now Ready for Business. 


My Stock is replete with the Latest Spring 
Styles in Trimmed and Untrimmed Hats and 
Bonnets. Work done with the assistance of 


a French Trimmer. Prices are satisfactory. Pp AAS 
GERTRUDE MAYHEW. ° ‘i paS = 
; ‘MONUMENTS, TABLETS, HEADSTONES, ETC: 
Mon Ouverture du Printems wenger eo MATINN PERI ses cs HAT PRE, 
GUARANTEED. SOLIGITED.! LISTS ON APPLICATION. 


A ete un Grand Succes. 


Mon stock est du plus nouveau at de der- 
niere mode, dans les chapeaux garni et non 
L’ouvrage est fait avec l’assistance 
Mes prix sont les 
Que desirez-vous de plus ? 

GERTRUDE MAYHEW. 


Ayer, Mass. 


George S. Wheeler, 


DEALER 1N 


Picms lice roens 


Of all Kinds and Makes. 
General Agent te es Celebrated Sohmer 
lano. 

Ayent for the A. B. Chase, Blasiux, Albrecht, send Stewart, Sterling, Ivers § 
Se ; : eee Piintinga Teg Jaci soe: oe ae ; 
't fail t prices and terms. jou to visit and in: e la: 

Lis Par finest saridty of Pianos in ed, Gngland, at all i i je 


ihe  Dumbartom,s 


plus bas. 


Oppose Chemin de Fer, 


BOOKBINDING IN ALL BRANCHES, 


at Public Spirit Office, and they 


LUNENBURG. 


News 1tems.—There is to be a meet- 
ing of the historical society, Monday even- 
ing, May 23. 

A May ball is to be given in town hall, 
Thursday evening, May 12. Music, Per- 
ry’s orchestra of Ayer, 

There will be union services of the 
Methodist and Congregational churches at 
seven o'clock, Sunday evening, May 8, in 
the Congregational church, and ‘an address 
will be given by Rey. Mr. Stratton upon 
the Maine disaster. A collection is to be 
taken for the monument fund. 

Tuesday evening, May 10, Miss Effie 
Houghton will deliver an address in the 
Methodist church, subject: ‘ League set- 
tlement in Boston.”’ 


ACTON. 


frem.—Otls H. Forbush; atictioder, 

will sell a lot of housthUld gdods by auction, 

at the town hall, Acton cetttté; belonging 

to Mrs. She Whitcomb, of Saturday 
y 7, 


afternoon, at one o'clock. 


ITEMS OF INTEREST. 

The newspaper trust has advanced prices 
from tem to twenty-five percent. 

“The Burgoyne campaign and its re- 
sults” are the subject of this chapter of 
Senator Lodge’s ** Story of the revolution.” 
The battles of Oriskany and Bengii 
are desorbed in Scribner’s magazin 
number, with great vigor, and pictuped. 
Christy’ and Yobn. Howard Pyle: cd 


frontispiece of the number. 
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Bank plays an important part in the development of Ayer since 1895 


A snapshot of NMSB’s history 


Incorporated by Legislation on March 5, 1885. 


7.) 


Bre 
i. 


First president: Benjamin H., Hartwell 

First woman treasurer; Miss Sarah T, Tuten, one of the nation’s first 
female bank officers 

First savings depositor: Mr, S. L. Knight 

First loan: to Town of Ayer for $2500 

First mortgage loan; to Patrick McMahon of Harvard for $600 


Highlights of the Bank’s presence in on Main Street include: 


-a vote to purchase the Fillebrown block and land in 1898 

-the laying of the cornerstone on May 7, 1898 

-the first meeting of the Trustees in the new building in 1904 

-a vote to rent the third floor to the Masonic organization in 1908 

-a vote to advertise in 1914 

-by 1920 the bank’s resources had reached $2 million, and reached $3 
million by 1940 

-a vote to purchase lot and land at rear of bank building in 1959 

-a vote to install on line computer system in 1969 

-and in 1982 becomes a full service community bank, 


Bank President... William Marshall 
is the current president of this pres- 
tigious banking institution. 


The center...In days gone by, Main Street looked like this. This photo, looking east, seems to indicate a 
different pace of life than might be seen in the same spot today. 


First President... The portrait above the desk is that of Benjamin H. Hartwell, first president of the North Mid- A prominent place...North Middlesex Savings Bank sits in the midst of the commercial area of Ayer’s Main Street. 
diesex Savings Bank. , 


A Planned Business Community 


THE DEVENS 
COMMERCE CENTER 
IS A PROJECT OF MASSDEVELOPMENT 


43 Buena Vista Street, 
Devens, MA 01432 
978-772-6340 


75 Federal Street, Boston, MA 02110 
617-451-2477 
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Reprint from The Public Spirit May 14, 1898 edition 


PLE CHRISTIAN FLAG. LAST WEEK 


Of Our Sale of 


The Lowell Stock. 


Symbolic Emblem Invented by a 
Pious Coney Islander. 


He Wants It Adopted as the Standard 
of Chrixtianity, irrespective of 
Nation and Creed—A Grow- 
img Movement. 


Now we have the Christiun flag—that 
is, a flag designed to be the common 
standard of Caristians the world ove, 
irrespective of nationality or creed. 
Charies C. Overton, superintendent of 
the Sunday school of Brighton chapel, 
Coney Island, is responsible for the in- 
novation, and he is deeply interested in 
spreading the movement. 

So greatly interested is he that he 
has had a large quantity of little but- 
tons made similar to those so frequent 
ly seen during political campuigas, 
each containing on its surface a minia- 
' ture reproduction of the flag. The 

Christian Flag Extension society has 

also been organized, for the purpose of 

giving the matter wide publicity. 

The flag, a number of which have al- 
qweady been made, is symbolic. The 
ground is white, representing peace, 
purity and innocence. In. one of the 
upper corners is a square of blue, the 
color of the unclouded sky, a symbol of 
faith and trust. In the center of the 
blue is a cross, the chosen symbol! of 

* Christianity, the color being red, typ- 
ical of Christ’s blood. 

A hymn, called “The Christian Flag,” 
has been dedicated to the movement, 

* the words of which were written by 
¥anny J. Crosby, with music composed 
by R. Huntington Woodman. One verse 
is as follows: 

The Christian flag! God bless it! 
Now throw it to the breeze, 
And may it wave triumphant 
O’er land and distant seas, 
Till all the wide creation 
Upon its fold shall gaze, 
And all the world unfted 
Our loving Saviour praise. 

Copies of the hymn have been sent to 
band masters all over the country, with 

/ a request that the music be arranged as 

. a march and played upon appropriate 

* occasions. The request has met with 
many favorable replies. 

q A circular descriptive of the move- 

* ment has also been sent to the superin- 


THB CHRISTIAN FLAG. 
(Pieg, White; Cross, Red; Lined Space 
Around 8, Blue.) 


tendents of Sunday schools, wth a view 
to securing widespread cooperation. 
The owners of several large excursion 
steamers have ordered the Christian 
flag for their vessels to be flaunted tothe 
breeze when carrying Sunday school 
excursions. 

The idea of a Christian flag oc- 


curred to Mr. Overton on last 
Children’s day. Each scholar was 
furnished wth a small American 


flag, and a parade was inaugurated. 
A few hours later a convention of liquor 
dealers was marched over the same 
ground, and by a strange coincidence 
each man carried an American flag of 
,exactly the same size as those which the 
‘Sunday school children had carried. 

In speaking of the occurrence Mr. 
‘Overton said he was at once struck by 


was needed which might be symbolic 
of Christiaity. And in this he meant 
no disrespect to the American flag. It 
was simply that the Stars and Stripes 
are too far reaching. 

“There can be uo opposition to the 
assertion that nothing awakens such 
enthusiasm and emotion as a flag,” said 
‘Mr. Overton. “An army without its col- 
ors is inconceivable; then why notequip 
the army of the Lord with a flag appro- 
priate to its mission? I would suggest 
that upon the standard that carries tte 
flag a crown might replace the eagle or 
spear, emblematic of ile reward await- 
ing the faithful.” 


Legal Oath in Maryland. 

A bill to change the form of the legal 
oath has been passed by the Mafyland 
Tegislature and signed by the gov- 
ernor. The change made from the pres- 
‘ent practice is the doing away with the 
kissing of the Bible, or even placing 
the hand upon it. The Bible is still to 
be used by the proper official in the 
administration of the oath, but the per-, 
son sworn is required simply to raise 
the right hand in acknowledgment of 
8 sokemn promise to tell the truth and 
the whole truth. The new law makes 
s change, also, in the words of the oath, 
which will now begin with the words: 
“In the presence of Almighty God.” 
The final clause of the present oath: 
“So help me God,” is stricken out. 


The Gypsies of Hungary. 

The finest looking people of Europe 
are the Tziganes, or gypsies of Hun- 
gary. Physically they are splendid 
specimens of men and women, and are 
rarely fll. So pure is their blood that 
their wounds quickly heal without the 
application of medicameyts. 


Four Tor= cf Nattons. 

The New York police. 7,500 men, 
ere to have new uniforms. and each one 
will require for his two uniforms and 
Dvercont 78 buttons. This means 585,000 
*uttons, or four tons of brass. 


Look AT THE DATE, and see when your paper 
to. If in a please pend your dues 


is arrears, 
ic Sprair orFicr, Arrr, Masa. 


to 


Cloaks, Shirt Waists and 
Wrappers. 


All wool covert cloth jackets lined through- 
out with satin at $7.25, $8.00, $8.50, 

100 doz. shirt waists, everyone this year’s 
styles, in an immense assortment of colors 
and designs, at 10 percent discount from reg- 
ular prices for one week only. 

10 doz, celebrated Domestic wrappers, the 
best fitting wrappers on the market, correctly 
cut and made, at only 69c. 

12 doz. Domestic wrappers in black and 
white and grey and white, regular price $1.25, 
sale price only 89c. 


Chenille Covers 

Small chenille stand covers, sale price only 
2lc, q 

4 chenille covers in dozens of handsome 
designs and colorings, sale price only 59c, 

The above is a great bargain and the en- 
tire lot should be closed out in three days. 


Curtain Muslins and Lace 
Curtains. 


Large dot Swiss muslin at 9c, yd- 

36 in. Swiss muslin at 12 1-2c. yd. 

Scrim, suitable for half curtains, at 5c., 9c. 
and lic. 

Ecru lace curtains, 4 yds. long, taped all 
around at $1.09 pr.; better qualities $1.49 pr. 


Corsets. 

About 117 pr. of Royal Worcester corsets 
in broken sizes, former prices 75c., $1, $1.25 
and $1.50, chvice of the entire line for only 
59c. pr. Odd lots of corsets at any price to 


close. 
Flannels. 
aes Shaker Flannel, gvod quality, at 4c, 


A regular 10c, Domet flannel now 7c, 
Reduced prices on all outing flannels. 


White Lawns. 


White lawns at 6 1-4c., 8c.; 10c. and 12 1-2c, 
frome one-third to one-half regular prices. 


Domestic Department. 


36 in. brown cotton, an excellent value at 
5c. a yd., sale price only 3 3-4c. 

C. C. 36 in. cotton, sale price only 5c. yd. 

C, D. 40 in- cotton or Lockwood, sale price 
only 5 1-2 cts. yd. 

9-4 unbleached cotton good quality, only 
18¢, yd. 
36 in. half bleached cotton, only 6 1-2c. yd. 


Bleached Cotton. 


Fruit of the Loom bleached cotton, in short 
lengths of 10 to 20 yds., only 5 1-2c, yd. 

Are; 10c, bleached cotton, only 7c. yd. 

Hill 42 in. bleached cotton, only 8c. yd. 

Fruit 42 in. bleached cotton, only 9c. yd. 

A good quality 9-4 bleached sheeting, only 
l4c. yd. 

Seamless tubing for pillow cases, only 10c. 


Cambric. 
Berkeley cambric, only 8c. yd. 
Lonsdale cambric, only 9c. yd. 


Linings. 
Best lining cambric made, only 3c, yd. 
Best fast black cambric, only 4c. yd. 
12 1-2c. and 15c. silesia reduced to 9c. yd. 
for this sale only. 
Linen canvas, 20c. quality, sale price 
12 }-2c. yd., in white, black, brown andslate, 


Prints and Ginghams. 
1 case light shirting prints at 3c. yd.- 
All 5c. and 6c. prints, now 4c. yd. cs 
50 pieces apron check ginghams, now 5c. 


Shirtings and Tickings. 


Amoskeag and other standard makes of 
cheviot, now 7c. yd. 

Amoskeag feather ticking, absolutely the 
best ticking made at the unheard of price of 
10c. yd. No better quality at any price. 


Quilts. 
A large, full-sized quilt, hemmed ready for 
use, sale price only 48c. 
Greatest values ever known in better qual- 
ities at 83c,, 93c. and 98c, 
Elegant quality Marsailles quilts worth 
$2.50, sale price only $1.97. 


Mosquit —etting. 
Over 500 pieces of Mosquito netting, slight 
ly damaged, in white and black at only 18e, 
apiece. Just think only a trifle over 2c. yd, 


Dress Goods. 

Hundreds and hundreds of pieces of wool 
dress goods, over $3000 worth, to be offered 
at less than mill prices. 

So great is the variety that it is impossible 
to describe each kind in detail, but the assort- 
ment is so great that we can suit all tastes, 
and in addition save you from 20 to 40 per- 
cent fram city store prices. Prices range 
from 17, to 83c. a yd., and every lot is a rec- 
cord breaker, 

All wool challies now 19c. yd. 

Organdi ruche were 12 1-2c,, now 6 1-4c, 

Remnants of 36-inch lawn, now 4c. yd. 

Figured lawn, formerly 10c. yd., now 5c. 


Silkaleens and Draperies. 


All 12 1-2c. silkaleens, now 9c. yd, 
Golden draperies, formerly 12 1-2c., now 
9c. yd. 


Crashes and Towels. 

| ached cotton crash 3c, yd. 

Unbleached linen crash iy Se. yd. 

Good quality linen crash only 6c. yd. 

Elegant quality linen crash, worth 10c. and 
12 1-2c. yd., sale price only Sc, yd. 

Bleached cottou towels, ouly 4c. yd. 

Unapproachable bargains at 10c., 12 1-2c., 
15c. and 18¢, 

Also, great bargains iu napkins and linen 


diaper., 
Tabie iinens. 

Turkey red table damask at 19c. and 2ic. 
yd. 
Best quality made of turkey red damask, 
worth 50c. yd., sale price only 29. yd. 

All linen table damask at 2lc., 33c., 42c., 
50c. and 59c. and upwards. Prices much be- 
low the regular market, 


Table Oil Cloths. 


5-4 table oil cloth, worth 25¢, yd, sale price 


only 12 1-2c, yd. 
Low prices will prevail on hosiery, under- 
wear, laces, aprons, gloves, ladies’ suits and 


Box Paper. 


15c. quality box paper for 9c., 3 for 25c. 


Boot and Shoe Department 


,We shall include our stock of boots and 
shoes inthis grand mark down sale, and shall 
offer bargains never approached in this vicin- 
ity. . 

Noo pairs of the celebrated James Means 
$3.00 men’s shoes, every pair teed and 
mal to any $3.00 shoe in the market, to be 
offered, while the lot lasts, at $1.98. 
69 pairs of ladies’ dongola button boots, 
pointed toe, to be closed out at only 83c. 

The above is a splendid wearing shoe and 
we have the same thing in stock in a little 
wider toe and $1.50 has always been the low- 
est price. Every pair warranted. 

Ladies’ Princess Oxfords, regular price 
$1.25, sale price 98¢, ‘ 

We have every size in the above lot. Our 
line of shoes was never so large or complete 
as this season, and we offer you a discount of 
10 percent on everything bought in this de- 
partment during next week. 


’ eae 
Men's Furnishings. - 

Men’s suspenders at 9c., 12 1-2c. and 17c., 
worth double, f 

Men’s fancy negligee shirts, sale price onl; 
12 1-2c. + 

Men’s open front, white laundered shirts 
with colored bosoms, worth 75c., sale price 
only 43c, 

Men’s seamless half hose, in tans and 
and blacks, far this sale only, 3 pairs for 25c. 


Small Wares. 


Best 6 cord spool machine cotton 3c. 

100-yd. spool silk ene only) 5c. 

10 yd. spool twist (colors only) 1c. 

Marshall linen thread (white only) 4c. 

Bone hair pins, a card, 8c. 

Wash, rope and filosilks, regalar price 5c. 
a skein, sale price only 2c. 


Belts. |. 


Good style belts only 10c. ! 


erare 


“ CONDITIONS OF SALE.— AU sales will be for cash. Positively no samples 
the thought that a distinctive emblem | wil! be given during this'sale. Sale from Monday, May 9, to Saturday, May 14. 


A. A. TARBELL, 


Stores i 12-14. Main 


Railroad Sat Pepperell, Mass. 


treet, Suncook, N. H. 


Korn Kures. 


The Common-sense Corn Curea speedy rem- 
edy for the removal of Corns: 


Something entirely new and original for the 
speedy and: harmless eradicating of 


Hard and Soft Corns, 


Bunions, 


Callouses 
And Warts. 


It never fails. Wealso have the Hindoo Corn 
Cure, a sure cure for corns and bruises. 


TEN CENTS BUYS A PACKAGE. | 


FOR SALE AT AYER BARGAIN STORE. 


o.be Closed Out, 


The following articles are to be closed out next week, way below cost, actually giv- 
ing them away to make room fora new line of Millinery, at what was the Ayer Bar- 
gain Store, opposite Railway Station, Ayer, Mass.: 


Japanese Fans, 
Baskets of all sizes, 


Dolls, Pin Trays, Fancy Boxes of all sizes and thirty styles, Screens, 
Fancy Bowls, Paper Cutters, Fancy Cups and Saucers, 


Glove and Handkerchief Bores, Pictures and Frames of all styles and sizes, 
Gentlemen's Smoking Sets, Gentlemen's Cuff and Collar Boxes, Match Bozes, 


Albums, Wrising Desks, Pocket Books, Games 
both rubber and china, Scissors, Paper Weights, 


of all kinds, Toys and Dolls 
‘Napkin Rings, Hand’ Glasses, 


Crepe Paper, Rust Eradicator, Fancy Vases, Thermometers, Barometers, China 


Pin 


hand painted, T: icks and holders. Me 


fending Tissue for books 


arid music, Gold Paint, Shawl Straps, Fancy Tops, Children's Picture Books. 


BOOK BINDING 


GERTRUDE MAYHEW. 


OF ALL KINDS done in » most 
ner, , Old Books rebound. Leave your 


>- 


SOMETHIN: 1S LACKIN’. 
Let me introduce a gentieman you may 
bave met ‘ere now; 
He's a dwelling on a fertile farm, 
keeps a horse and cow, 
"Nd eleven dogs, & cat or two, ten fighting 
cocks—but say, 
He will swear by all th’ stars, thet farm- 
in’ doesn't pay! . 


nt 


He hez acres uv good plantin’ land—th* 
finest ever seen. 
Whar th’ weeds {s wavin' o'er th’ soll in 
tranquilness serene; 
Yit by diligence he manages ¢’ raise his 
winter's hay, 
Buthesw 
farmin’ 


Oh, th’ daisies grow luxurious whar "ta- 
ters oughter be, 
‘Nd th' plzen-ivy climbs around each 
shade 'n' apple tree, 
his time tn fishin‘ (jes’ t' drive 
‘os away), 
all creation ‘cause his farmin® 


ith great vehemence, thet 
n't pay. 


t pay. 
‘Nd the cracks betwixt th’ shingles on bis 
roof lets in the rain, 
"Nd a cardboard er a piece uv tin replace 
each broken pane 
In th' window uv his house, because tt 
ain't no use, no way, 
T’ expend a cent fn fixin’ up while farmin’ 
doesn't pay. 


Oh, th’ troubles an’ th’ trials of olf “Farm- 
er Sykes” is great; A 
An’ it would set th’ world a-weepin', ef 
th’ hull I should relate, 
"Nd I know he's perseverin’, f'r I've seen 
“Im sit an’ fish 
F'r a day, ‘n’ never ketch enough t’ fill 
@ sarcer dish. 


‘Nd th’ laws uv this creation isn't what 
they oughter be, 
"Nd thar’s somethin’ sadly lackin’ in this 
country, great ‘n’ free, 
When a perseverin’ tiller uv 
obliged t’ say, 
Thot with all bis perseverence, he hes 
never made It pay! 
-Wesiern Rural 


SIZE OF SUGAR BEETS. 


The Small Kinds Are Richest in Sac- 
cbarine Matter and the Most Prof- 
itable for the Grower, 


th’ soll's 


At a discussion upon sugur beets re- 
cently among the members of a Wiscon- 
sio farmers’ institute Prof. W. A. Hen- 
ry, dean of the Wisconsin agricultural 
college, said, concerning the size of 
beets: “The best sugar beets weigh 
about two pounds eaeh. Do not try to 
grow great, large beets, thinking they 
are the best. Years ago when I wes 
looking up the beet sugar question in 
California I had a conversation with 
some of the officials of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad company in their office 
in San Francisco. I was urging upon 
them the importance of beet sugar pro- 
duction in California. Col. Crocker, the 
leader, showed much indifference, say- 
ing that he had! lost $50,000 in trying to 
promote this very enterprise. I told 
him that that was not necessarily a 
reason why beet sugar production could 
not yet be profitable. Later on in our 
conversation, when talking about Cali- 
fornia’s wonderful productions, he said 
that in his experiments he had grown 
beets that weighed 20 or 30 pounds each. 
As soon as he told me this I replied: 
‘There, Col. Crocker, is one of the rea- 
sons your factory failed. You thought 
large beets were good beets, when jn 
truth they are poor beets, and helped 
wreck your factory. You should have 
tried to produce small beets, but many 
to the acre; and such, if grown proper- 
ly, would kave been rich in sugar, and 
these would have brought you success 
Instead of failure.’” 


FENCE-WIRE WINDER. 


With This Tool One Man Cam Do Lots 
of Work Without Tearing His 
Haads or Clothes. 


Last fall I made the device for wind- 
ing up fence wire, shown in the ac- 
companyingillustration. Itisa trouble- 
some job to move a wire fence, but 
with this tool ome man can wind up 


FOR WINDING FENCE WIRE. 


barb wire smoothly and quickly; and 
without tearing his clothes or hands. 
The wheels for the front end are some 
old pulleye picked up at an implement 
warehouse. None are placed on the 
Tear end, so that the sled will drag 
a little harder to increase the tension. 
Fasten the end of the wire to an empty 
spool, and place the spool on a crowbar, 
run through holes in the standards. 
Stand behind, between the runmers, and, 
turn the spool, which will wind up the 
wire and draw the sled along.—Sebas- 
tian Meyer, Jr., in Farm and Fireside. 


Locate the Underdrains. 

Wherever an underdrain has been 
laid, either a map of the ground should 
be drawn, or such other memorandum 
as will enable the ‘owner of the land to 
always know where it may be found. 
There is nothing more provoking to the 
buyer of a farm that is only partly un- 
derdrained than his inability to decide 
just where the old drains are located 
and what size conduit they have. Of 
course the drain, if in working order, 
will show within two or three rods 
where tile or stone may befound. But 
to reach it then requires much needless 
digging, which could all have been 
avoided ff the. man who laid the drain 
hud been careful to make a record of its 
location. 


The Foundation of Farming. 

Good plowing lies very close to the 
foundation of successful farming, be- 
ing the foundation stone upon which 
nearly all thorough and successful soil 
culture must rest. It is an operation 
which should never be performed care- 
Jessly, for, while it often is expensive to 
plow the ground thoroughly , itis even 
more so to permit of the work being 
fone jn a hurried and superficial man- 
wer.—Agricultural Epitomist. 


Btore will be found choice 


At ive 
Books of the and other books by the leading 
authors at low prices. : 


Wall Papers. 


Why Pay Exorbitant Prices for Wall 
Papers? 
Your attention is called to » carefully selected 
‘Hine of 
Fine Wall Papers and Mouldings at One- 
Half of Usual Prices. 

No old Stock. All new and attractive designs. 
Special artistic combinations of Paper, Border and 
Frieze, 4c. to Stic, 

Varnished Tile and Ename] Washable Paper for 
Kitchens and Bathrooms. 

Remember all new 1898 patterns, Positively 
no old or shopworn goods. Call and examine, 
Samples seen at residence, 


J. P. MOORE, LITTLETON, MASS. 
Arthur Fenner, 


Géneral Insurance 
Agent and Broker 


i 


Main Street, Spauiding’s Blook. Aynr. Masa 
JOHN M. MALONEY, 


Counsellor -at-Law, 
Page’s Block, AYER, MASS. 


Dr. C. A. FOX, 
Dentist, 


Ayer, Mass. 


In pleasantly located in Public Spirit Building, 
whore be will be pressed. to seeuieh tases requir 
ing his services. 


BRIDGE WORK A SPEOIALTY. 


NOTICE. 


Having purchased the K. Danw Baneroft Insur- 
ance Agenc:, [ would be pleased to renew old 
business and’ srlect new insurance. I represent 


the Fitchburg, Citizen's and Dorchester Insurance 


_ A SKYSCRAPER IN JAPAN, 


The Firat Structure Over Three Stories 
High Kver Erected on the Orient. 

Plans have been drawn ani specifi- 
cations written for the first »eel sky- 
scraper in Japan. It 1g to he erected 
in Tokio near the residence of the 
present American Minister to Japan. 

‘The work was awarded to W. J. 
Bond, an architect of South Dakota, 
who, immediately upon recelving the 
contract, packed up his goods and de- 
parted for the Land of the Rising Sun 
to carry it out, 

In a land of seismic disturbances like 
Japan, where simoons, earthquakes, 
and tornadoes are common occurrenc- 
es, at certain seasons of the year, It has 
never been thought practical to erect 
a tall building. The one or two story 
house of straw, or earth, or of wood 
was considered the best architectural 
feat that could be accomplished. 

This new building will be supplied 
with steam engines, electric generators, 
steam boilers, electric wires, steam 
heat, pumps, drums, water supply, 
and elevators. 

This building will be the first struc- 
ture over three stories high thet has 
ever been erected in the Orient. Years 
ago, when the market for Japanese 
ware opened in the United States, an 
attempt was made by Hnglish capital- 
ists to put up an office building which 
should be the center of commerce. 
Scarcely had the foundation walls been 
set up, though, before a Japanese 
“shake” came and it cracked from top 
to bottom, showing what would be the 
fate of a oullding put up on such @ 
foundation, 

This new building, to guard against 
that trouble, will have a structure of 


Companies, All mutusl. 
E. D. STONE, Arzn. 


| BICYCLES 


BICYCLES 


$50.00 
1898 Massasoit 1898 


Until May 15, 1898, the on $50 
Massasoit is $89.75 cash. és wheel is 
the equal of any listed below $75, and is 
guaranteed for the Calendar year. Agent 
for the Champion Zimmy. Call and see 
samples. 


C. A. Fox, Ayer. 


Public Spirit Building. 25 
Insurance. Placed 


CordWood 


While located on Lot, Apply to 


P. H. Hooley, - Ayer, 


Insurance Agent 
“> Broker. 
DEALER IN COAL. 


MORGAN'S 


New Harness Store. 
Thawe AE EINE OPENING. 
just received a new 9 pring 
ai Menoet Geena elas Ra oe, 
Sheets, Collars and Harnesses. 
From the cheapest tothe best. Look at our stock 
before buying. Opposite Posteliice.  _ 


White 
PI eee 
ae OCKS.» 
“SF BGGS for Hatehing, Tbe. per 
18. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
W. F. Grasom, Groton, Mass. 3m90* 
Thie design 


Constitutes my trade-mark 


For typographical excellence 
and fine presswork. There 
is no good reason why we 
should not do a part of your 
printing—distance does not 
count. Our work is ‘‘ up to 
date.”’ 


Pointers_—_—_-.: 


We have the best facilities for 

executing qverything in the line of 
Printing—Book, Pamphlet, Ball, 
Poster, and Job Work in Black or 
colors. All the Up-to-date Type 
with Eight Modern Steam-power 
Presses. 
, Printing, to be effective, must 
be attractive in arrangement and 
neatly executed. We made a spec- 
ialty of the better class of work, and 
strive to give a customer a first- 
class job at a fair price. Our work 
is our best advertiser. 


You get your work when promised. 
Fh 


Huntley S. Turner, 
Printer, Ayer, Mass. 


steel laid upon a solid stone 
foundation, This steel framework 
will be carried up to the full 
height of the building. The 


floors will be laid upon it so that the 
entire support will be of the steel. 

In the top of this new building the 
Japanese weather bureau will be loca- 
ted. This weather bureau is the finest 
in the world. For years it has fore- 
casted storms so accurately that it has 
served as a sole guide of the shipping 
ports of Japan. But the bureau has 
worked ‘under disadvantages. H has 
been. obliged to take ita observations 
from steeples, from the masts of 
steamers, and from the kites of fisher- 
men. At a certain height a kite will 
show an adverse current of wind, and 
the weather prophets of Japan have 
often been forced to this rude method 
of obtaining overhead information. 

The prices to be charged for the of- 
fices seem too small to be believed. A 
dollar a week will pay for a nice one, 
and you will be able to get desk room 
for $1 a month. A whole floor will be 
rented for a small sum, and probably 
the whole building could be leased for 
what you would pay for a single office 
in this city. But in the estimate of 
profits you must remember that land 
rent is almost nothing at all, and that 
the labor to run the building can be 
obtained for 6 cents a day of Ameri- 
can money. So there is profit in it, 
after all.—Chicago Inter-Ocean. 


VOLUBILITY PAYS. 


Eminent English Physician Says It Con- 
duces to Longevity. 

Talk as much as you can. This is 
the theory of an eminent Bnglish doc- 
tor, because talking is the best possible 
way in which to exercise the lungs. 

The man who talks much, the little 
child who shouts all day in glee over 
trivial amusements, the young woman 
song-bird who makes herself obnoxious 
to the other tenants of a flat house, the 
fat man who laughs vociferously un- 
til his sides tremble, the maid who 
sighs and the woman who weeps as if 
her heart would break, the bored indi- 
vidual who yawns in church when 
the sermon is dull, all do so in 
response to an inward demand for the 
expulsion of a certain nervous energy 
which would find vent jn no other wey. 

Talking is not only good exercise for 
the mind, but for the body as well. In 
fact, persons who do much talking in 
their business or profession, such as 
lawyers, and auctioneers can dispense 
with other exercise. For in talking 
they not only expend much neuro mus- 
cular energy, but they experience act- 
ive’ respiratory movements. There- 
fore, much talking is conducive to 
longevity. It is also beneficial in heart 
disease. 


Curious Cotillion Favors. 
Some curious favors were used in a 
cotillion at a recent swell affair in 
London—the presentation of live pets 
to the dancers. These comprised ca- 
naries in gilded cages, maltese and An- 
gora cats in silk-lined baskets, and al- 
so tiny terriers in small wicker recep- 
tacles. These were given to the wo- 
men, while the men received jointed 
fishing rods tied with satin ribbons, X- 
ray skeletons, celluloid skulls, small 
cameras, and shaving mirrors. 


Rudyard Kipling’s Advice. 

A New Zealand author recently ap- 
plied to Mr. Kipling for advice, and re- 
ceived the following note, which, he 
says, he considered “éncouraging:” 
“No man’s advice is of the least bene- 
fit in our business (and I am a very 
busy man). Keep on trying till you 
either fail or suceeed.” 


Richard Harding Davis, according to 
the Philadelphia North American, was 
employed on a local paper in a repor- 
torial capacity some years ago. One 
day an extremely fresh young man 
joined the staff, and in three days he 
was addressing every man on the staff 
by his first name. That is, everybody 
but Davis. He entered the local room 
one afternoon where Davis was seated, 
and, slapping him familiarly on the 
shoulder, said: “Hello Davis! Say, 
what is your first name, anyhow?” 
“Mister,” replied Davis, quietly. 
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For 113 years, 
of North Middlesex 
‘ 6 


Savings Bank 
has provided the 


Nashoba Valley region 
with the rock solid sense of stability that a hometown 


community bank owes its customers. 


The Bank has made a commitment to be of service 


to its customers for the next 100 years and beyond 
by providing “Banking at its Personal Best.” 


NORTH MIDDLESEX 
SAVINGS BANK 
Banking at its personal best. 
MEMBER FDIC/DIF 978-772-3306 ° AYER @ LITTLETON ¢ PEPPERELL 


